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The meeting was called to order October 12,
Members present were:
Gray,

Carolyn Hunt,

Elizabeth paris,

Teresa Dunning,

Kathy Grover-Jimerson,

Jim Ramge,

1.

a.m. in DUC room 340.

Joy Gramling,

Brenda Keith,

and Tony Thurman.

Marshall

Dale LaMastus,

Staff Regent Howard Bailey and
Johnny Allen, Dina

Members absent were:

Claus Ernst were also in attendance.
Bessette,

2000 at 10

Jackie Ellis,

Phyllis Reed and Brian Ward.

Health Insurance:

committee,

Claus Ernst,

who has been chairing the insurance
the six

spoke to the council about the background of the committee,

recommendations that were made to the President and the reasoning for making
those recommendations.

The Council has been very concerned about the health

insurance issue since the premium structure came out several weeks ago.

The

council would like to thank Dr. Ransdell for giving the campus community the
chance to voice our opinion and then listening to us.
now,

As most of you know by

the recommendations made by the insurance committee have been accepted by

the administration including increasing the University contribution to
giving each employee the

The insurance committee also recommended:
contribution,

$315.

same

a cafeteria plan which will create medical spending accounts

with any money left over after an individual's premiums are paid, dropping
Plan C, increasing single premiums by $25 to create a cushion against further
deficit

(the increase is covered by the increase in university contribution)

and putting money left from medical reimbursement accounts at the end of the
year back into a pool for insurance purposes only.
2.

university Senate Report:

Johnny Allen and Joy Gramling attended

September's meeting of the university Senate September 21.

The major topic of

discussion was the crisis that was developing around the health insurance
after the premium structure and plan designs had been released.

A resolution

was passed calling for the President and the Board of Regents to immediately
raise the university contribution to the benchmark average of $337

per month

(the Council decided electronically the next day to make it a joint
resolution).

A resolution was also passed stating the senate's opposition to

a proposed $90 increase in the student athletic fee.

A motion asking the CPE

to study the amount of money spent on athletics at regional universities in KY
The Senate is preparing it's 5 budget priorities to send to the
did not pass.
Budget Council later this month.

The next meeting of the University Senate is

October 19 at 3:30 in the Garrett Ballroom.
3.

Wrap up of Fall Break Brunch:

donors,

The Council would like to thank the

the participants and all those who helped make this year's Brunch a

big success.

A few notes were made about how to make next year's event even

better.
4.

Budget Priorities for 2001:

Marshall Gray,

chair of the Staff council

members of the University Budget Council which will meet
is one of the eight
The members have been asked to bring five budget priorities to
October 26th.
The Council reached a consensus on our five areas of concern.

the table.
They are:

Market adjustments for support staff starting with the lowest paid

and working up,
basis,

health insurance,

part time salary adjustments on an annual

continued enhancement of employee benefit package

dental care,

etc.),

(life insurance,

and ensuring annual compensation increases for full time

staff.

The next meeting

of the Staff

Council

will

be November 2, 2000 in

Due room

226.
The Staff council

1of2

wants to hear from you.

Do you have a question,

concern

or
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comments? You can now email the Staff Council:
The Staff Council Minutes,

staffcouncil@wku.edu

Constitution and By-laws are posted on the Staff

Council web page at: http://www.wku.edu/staffcouncil
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